
6th Grade 3rd 9 Weeks Unit Brainstorm 

 
Concepts from Curriculum Guide 

Migration, Change, Innovation, Trade, Social Structure, Economic Development, Religion 

 

Generalizations (What I Want My Students to Know) 

1. Internal and external factors allow civilizations to expand and also cause their collapse. 

2. Distribution of wealth affects societal structure and quality of life. 

3. Religious beliefs often influence government decisions and cultural expressions. 

4. Movement of people, goods and ideas had positive and negative effects. 

 

Content Standards: Possible “I Can” Statements 

6.H.2.1- Explain how invasions, conquests, and 

migrations affected societies, civilizations and 

regions. 

● I can explain the impact of the division of the 

Roman Empire. 

● I can explain how land taken over by 

barbarians affected an entire region. 

● I can explain the process in the spread of 

Christianity. 

6.H.2.2 Compare historical and contemporary 

events and issues to understand continuity and 

change. 

● I can compare how religion changed society in 

the past and how it changes society today.  

6.H.2.4  Explain the role that key historical 

figures and cultural groups had in transforming 

society. 

● I can tell how the teachings of Sun Tzu led to 

the expansion of China. 

6.G.1.1 - Explain how the physical features and 

human characteristics of a place influenced the 

development of civilizations, societies and 

regions. 

● I can explain how China’s physical geography 

created an isolated and unique culture.  

● I can explain how geography affected the 

feudal society.  

6.G.1.2- Explain the factors that influenced the 

movement of people, good, and ideas and the 

effects of that movement on societies and 

regions over time. 

● I can explain how lives were impacted during 

the middle ages from lack of hygiene and 

famine. 

● I can give reasons for the development of the 

Silk Road. 

● I can explain how trade networks can 

encourage cultural exchange between regions 

and may lead to the transformation of a 

civilization or region. 

● I can explain how trade networks can 

stimulate a region’s economic development 

and enhance its standard of living. 

6. C&G.1.1- Explain the origins and structures of 

various governmental systems. 

● I can give examples of how social structure has 

negative and positive impacts on society. 

● I can explain the structure of a constitutional 
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monarchy. 

6.C.1.2- Explain how religion transformed 

various societies, civilizations and regions. 

● I can give examples of religious practices and 

philosophies that influenced civilizations in 

the Americas, Africa, Asia, and Europe. 

● I can explain the conflict of the Crusades. 

● I can explain the importance of Buddhism, 

Hinduism, and Confucianism. 

6.C.1.3- Summarize systems of social structure 

within various civilizations and societies over 

time. 

● I can explain how citizens were organized in 

the feudal system. 

6.E.1.1- Explain how conflict, compromise and 

negotiation over the availability of resources 

impacted the economic development of various 

civilizations, societies and regions. 

● I can analyze the benefits and negative aspects 

of each part of the feudal system. 

● I can provide reasons for the Mongol 

invasions. 

6.E.1.2- Explain how quality of life is impacted 

by economic choices of civilizations, societies 

and regions. 

● I can give examples of how social structure has 

negative and positive impacts on society. 

● I can explain the structure of the feudal 

system. 

● I can explain the difference in quality of life for 

each role in the feudal system. 

 

Topics I Will Need to Teach to Help Students Understand the Generalizations (list 

specific topics you will teach) 

Continue Ancient Rome (15 

days) 

 

6.H.2.1 

6.E.1.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dark/Middle Ages (23-26 days) 

 

6.H.2.1 

6.G.1.2 

6. C&G.1.1 

6.C.1.2 

6.C.1.3 

6.E.1.1 

6.E.1.2 

China/Silk Road (3 days) if not 

covered during first nine weeks 

 

6.H.2.1 

6.G.1.1 

6.G.1.2 

6. C&G.1.1 

6.C.1.2 

6.E.1.2 
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Vocabulary My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

Standards Based Vocabulary 

compromise 

conflict 

conquest 

continuity 

decline 

distribution of wealth 

economic development 

emergence 

expansion 

invasion 

migration 

negotiation 

quality of life 

social structure 

Content Specific Vocabulary 

 

 

Facts My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Skills My Students Need to Be Able to Apply 

Skills Standards: Skills I Will Incorporate: 

6.H.1.1  Construct charts, graphs and historical 

narratives to explain particular events or issues over 

time. 

6.G.2.1. Use maps, charts, graphs, geographical data 

and available technology tools to draw conclusions 

about the emergence, expansion and decline of 

civilizations, societies and regions. 

6.G.2.2 Construct maps, charts and graphs to explain 

data about geographic phenomena (e.g., migration 

patterns and population, resource distribution 

patterns). 

● I can use a timeline to explain the fall of 

the Roman Empire. 

● I can use a timeline to explain the rise and 

fall of the Chinese dynasties. 

● I can use a map to explain how the Silk 

Road made China a rich and powerful 

civilization. 

● I can use maps and geographic data to 

explain the importance of location during 

war. 
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Resources I will Use to Help Students Learn (insert links wherever possible) 

● Mr. Donn - Ancient History for Kids 

● Mr. Dowling - Middle Ages 
● LiveBinders - Middle Ages 
● Mr. Dowling - China 

● Chinese Dynasty Lesson 

● Mongol Invasions 

● Sun-Tzu - Art of War 

● SAS Curriculum Pathways 

● Fall of Rome Infographic 

● Explore News Through Maps 

● Textbook [6th Grade History] Ancient Civilizations Only use this in your classroom. Do not 

publicize.  

● Primary Sources 

○ Docs Teach  

○ http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides 

○ http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/primarysources.html 

○ National Archives - teaching with primary documents 

● Owlteacher.com - downloadable whole unit lessons 

● Problem- Attic 

● LIFE photo archives 

● Thinkport.org - analyze the accomplishments of Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar. 
● Technology for SS teachers 

Don’t forget the county website resources page, NCDPI SS Wiki and County Social Studies Google Site 

 

Possible ELA Integration 

ThinkCerca 

ReadWorks 

Newsela 

Tween Tribune 
Channel One News 

Common Lit 

 

Reflections (Lessons that work well.) 
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http://www.mrdonn.org/ancienthistory.html
http://www.mrdowling.com/703middleages.html
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=364041
http://www.mrdowling.com/613chinesehistory.html
http://www.mrdowling.com/613chinesehistory.html
http://dhenline.flipsnackedu.com/browse/fzpi433u
http://dhenline.flipsnackedu.com/browse/fzj8g55k
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/free-lesson-plans/the-art-of-war.cfm#lin
https://www.sascurriculumpathways.com/
https://drive.google.com/a/caldwellschools.com/file/d/0B_mnJ2oXU-JiOWE2M2w2V25zUUU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/caldwellschools.com/file/d/0B_mnJ2oXU-JiSlNkaC01UjVSUnc/view?usp=sharing
https://tusd.haikulearning.com/abruner/6corehonors/cms_page/view/11891953
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides
http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/primarysources.html
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
http://www.owlteacher.com/
http://www.problem-attic.com/
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
http://socialstudies.thinkport.org/mod7/index.html
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2013/01/13-good-resources-for-social-studies.html#.VtcoB_k4G1u
http://ssnces.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/
http://www.thinkcerca.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
https://newsela.com/
http://tweentribune.com/
https://www.channelone.com/
http://commonlit.org/
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